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Abraham  Lincoln 
Quotations  &  Sayings 

"Property  is  the  Fruit  of 

Labor..." 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


What  Lincoln  said 


(From  an  address  bi>  Abraham 
Lincoln  to  the  Workmen  a 
Association  in  1S64J 

"Property  is  the  fruit  of 
labor;  property  is  desir- 
able; is  a  positive  good  id 
the  world  .  .  .  .,  Let  not 
hitn  who  is  houseless  pull 
down  the  house  of  another, 
but  let  him  work  diligently 
and  build  one  for  himself, 
thus  by  example  assuring 
that  his  own  shall  be  safe 
from  violence  whe^i  built." 


MONDAY,  JANUARY  24. /fj"/ 


"Property  is  the  fruit  of  labor;  prop- 
erty is  desirable;  is  a  positive  good 
in  the  xcorld.  That 
some  should  be 
rich  shores  that 
others  m  ay  be- 
come rich,  and 
Iwnn-e.  is  just  en- 
couragement to  in- 
dustry and  enter- 
prise. Let  not 
him  ioho  is  house- 
less pull  down  the 
house  of  another, 
but  let  him  work 
dili  g  cntly  and 
build  one  for  him- 
self, thus  by  ex- 
ample assuring  that  his  own  shall  be 
safe  from  trtolence  when  built." — Abra- 
ham Lincoln. 


Lincoln  on  Limitation 

The  philosophy  behind  the  Executive  order 
setting  a  top  limit  of  what  man  is  permit- 
ted  to  earn  is  the  philosophy  of  levelling 
off  at  the  top,  of  taking  from  those  who 
have  and  giving  to  those  who  have  not. 
How  different  the  principles  of  Lincoln, 
Civil  War  President,  who  said: 


Property  is  the  fruit  of  labor;  prop- 
erty is  desirable;  is  a  positive  good  in 
the  world.  That  some  should  be  rich 
shows  that  others  may  become  rich,  and 
hence  is  just  encouragement  to  industry 
and  enterprise.  ...  Let  not  him  who  is 
houseless  pull  down  the  house  of  an- 
other, but  let  him  labor  diligently  to 
build  one  for  himself,  thus  by  example 
assuring  that  his  own  shall  be  safe  from 
violence.  ...  I  take  it  that  it  is  best  for 
all  to  leave  each  man  free  to  acquire 
property  as  fast  as  he  can.  Some  will 
get  wealthy.  I  don't  believe  in  a  law  to 
prevent  a  man  from  getting  rich;  it 
would  do  more  harm  than  good." 
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Lincoln's  Message 

S) 


(From  ao\ 
to  Worki 


Jreesof  Al>ra»  irii  Lincol 
nu  n's  Association  in  186 


PROPERTY  is  tin'  fruit  of  labor; 
proper!)  is  desirable;  is  a  positive 
^(xkI  in  the  world.  That  some  should 
be  rich  shows  that  others  ma)  become 
rich,  ami  heuce  is  just  encouragement 
to  industry  and  enterprise.  Let  not 
him  who  is  houseless  pull  down  tin- 
house  o  f  another,  but  let  him  work 
diligently  and  build  one  for  himself, 
thus  by  example  assuring  that  his  own 
shall  be  safe  from  violence  when  built. 
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CHICAGO  DAILY  NEWS 


400  WEST  MADISON  STREET 


CHICAGO  S.  ILLINOIS 


Nov.  3,  1950 


TELEPHONE    DEARBORN  2-1111 


Dr.  Louis  Warren, 

Lincoln  National  Li  fe  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  am  writing  you  on  the  recommendation  of  my  neighbor, 
Roger  Barrett. 

Mr.  L.  E.  Schwab,  Manager  of  Alco-Gravure,  2436  West 
15th  Street,  Chicago  8,  Illinois,  sent  me  the  attached  card 
and  asked  me  if  I  could  suggest  someone  who  could  tell 
him  whether  this  was  an  authentice  Abraham  Lincoln 
quotation. 

Mr.  Barrett  said  you  were  the  best  authority  in  the  land 
on  this  matter  and  that  you  were  very  generous  in  answering 
questions  of  this  sort.      I  would  appreciate  it  very  much  if 
you  would  answer  Mr.  Schwab's  question  for  him. 


Sincerely, 


Basil  L.  Walters, 

Executive  Editor 

Knight  Newspapers,  Inc. 
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PROSPERITY      IPul  JaiuL  v£  ZaLifv 


"Prosperity  is  the  fruit  of  labor,  property  is  desirable,  is  a  positive  good  in 
the  world.  That  some  should  be  rich  shows  that  others  may  become  rich, 
and  hence  is  just  encouragement  to  individual  and  enterprise.  .  .  .  Let  not 
him  who  is  homeless  pull  down  the  house  of  another,  but  let  him  labor 
diligently  to  build  one  for  himself;  thus,  by  example,  assuring  that  his 
own  shall  be  safe  from  violence.  I  take  it  that  it  is  best  for  all  to  leave 
each  man  free  to  acquire  property  as  fast  as  he  can.  Some  will  go  wealthy. 
I  don't  believe  in  a  law  to  prevent  a  man  from  getting  rich;  it  would  do 
more  harm  than  good." 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


November  Ik,  1950 


Mr.  Basil  L.  Walters 
Chicago  Daily  News 
kOO  West  Mad i son  Street 
Chicago  6,  Illinois 

%  dear  Mr.  Walters : 

The  quotation  which  you  enclosed  with  the  exception  of 
one  word  is  from  the  speech  Lincoln  made  to  a  group  of  labor  men 
who  vosited  him  in  the  White  House  on  March  21,  1364.  However, 
he  did  not  say  prosperity  is  the  fruit  of  labor,  but  property. 
This  is  a  very  fine  example  of  of  a  word  which 

entirely  changes  the  sentence 


Very  truly  yours, 


IAW:Jfv 


Director 


